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Subj: Fwd: Brobston Catalog 

Date: 5/24/2010 1:43:27 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: 

To: 





Eric: Could you find out from your friend Fanning what they expect this item to go for ? Would$500 
have a good chance of buying it?  Tett 


----- Original Message----- 

Date: Mon, 24 May 2010 09:10:03 -0500 (CDT) 
From: 
To: 
Subject: Brobston Catalog 






Hello Tett: 
Tony Terranova called me about a catalog in the forthcoming (June 3, 2010) Kolbe auction of the 
Stack family library. 
It is lot 399--the Stack's office copy of the Brobston FPL, with buyer's names. Tony thought it might be 
of interest to one of us. 
| am going to pass on it. If you are interested in it yiu can reach them at: 
Kolbe & Fanning 
614-414-0855 
www.numislit.com 
Hope al is well. 
Jim 


Friday, May 28, 2010 AOL: EricNumis 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Date 


Preliminary Draft of Letter 


Rernard Fdison 


Dear Bunny: 


I have been thinking about your suggestion that there should be an excellent and complete 
publication covering United States Half Cents. You have indicated feeling that those pieces 
belonging to you might be sold at auction. I feel that half cents belonging to Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society should be retained by that Foundation and not sold. I would, 
therefore, in this letter like to present a number of thoughts which the two of us can discuss and 
possibly develop in more detail. 


In this letter you will be referred to personally as Tett. In this letter Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society, a Missouri not-for-profit corporation, will be referred to as EPNNES. I will 
be referred to as Eric an individual who is president of EPNNES. 


There is a specific written record of the ownership of each of the half cents which belong either 
to Tett and to EPNNES. All of the coins have for many years been routinely kept in a safe 
deposit box of EPNNES at Commerce Bank in Clayton, MO except when Tett has taken them 
out for exhibition to or studied and enjoyed by others. Sometimes this involved Tett taking the 
coins to other distant locations from St. Louis. Neither Eric nor EPNNES have ever removed 
any of the half cent coins out of the Commerce Bank safe deposit box room after being originally 
placed there. 


It seems to me that a marvelous way of creating a spectacular book on US half cents would be 
for an auctioneer to prepare and publish a detailed illustrated catalog including all of the US half 
cents owned by Tett and EPNNES. Coins owned by Tett would be offered for sale by the 
auctioneer in the catalog. The coins owned by EPNNES would be included in the same catalog 
but are not to be sold. This retention of EPNNES ownership should be clearly specified as to 
each EPNNES coin in the catalog. Since there would probably be many bidders and buyers of 
the Tett coins at the auction there should not be created any problem for those eager to buy Tett 
coins due to the EPNNES coins not being offered for sale. The catalog will list all of the 
combined group of US half cents in proper date chronological and variety order with a clear 
designation of which will be for sale and which will not be sold. The coins which will not be 
sold may increase the amount of bids for those which are to be sold. 


Page--of3 


The proposed catalog is expected to list in detail and in a similar manner each of the half cents 
owned by Tett and by EPNNES. It will in detail point out which are for sale and which are not 
for sale. It must be clearly evident in the catalog and in the individual coin listing that the 
EPNNES items are not for sale but are included in the descriptions for the purpose of present and 
future knowledge and enjoyment by numismatists and others. 


In writing the proposed catalog publication the details as to the ownership and history of each 
half cent the auctioneer may desire to use your actual name, my name, or the EPNNES name. 
The use of any such names or data may be limited in such a manner as you and EPNNES and 
myself shall find modest and acceptable. 


There are various envelopes. etc. in which the half cents are or have been in over the vears. 
Those coins which belong to Tett and are being sold shall include in such sale any envelopes 
prepared by Johnson with description, etc., typewritten in red ink. All other red ink typed 
envelopes shall be retained by EPNNES. Envelopes prepared by Tett (some being various 
colors) shall be or become the property of the buyer at auction of the coin described if Tett 
wishes permit them to be furnished to those who buy Tett’s coins. A photocopy in color shall be 
prepared and furnished to both Tett and EPNNES of all envelopes for all coins sold by Tett and 
those retained by EPNNES. In addition each Tett and EPNNES shall be entitled to any 
envelopes which contained coins sold or traded to others prior to the present. 


The ownership of half cents belonging to EPNNES and to be included in the proposed published 
summary shall preferably remain in St. Louis, Missouri and be under the control of EPNNES at 
all times hereafter. Whoever is selected to study, image and describe each half cent shall have 
the privilege of examining such EPNNES half cents for such period as may be necessary to 
complete the description, measurement and imaging of such coins. Whether or not the Tett 
owned half cents should remain in St. Louis during the preparation of the sales catalog writing 
period may be determined by Tett. 


The cataloger should furnish Tett and EPNNES each 10 or more copies of the publication. Tett 
and EPNNES shall agree not to sell such copies but may donate them to family and friends at 
their discretion. The cataloger shall furnish free copies to ANA, ANS, CW, EAC and such 


athers acs it wishes 


Tett shall negotiate such commissions or payment details for auctioning Tett’s items as he and 
the auctioneer may agree upon. EPNNES shall not be involved in any such financial 
arrangements. 


There is one coin (1793 half cent Cohen 2 in uncirculated condition originally purchased by Tett 
from the Alvord collection) which was donated by Tett to EPNNES many years later. It was 
retained in the EPNNES safe deposit box. You recalled putting it into a larger holder (I don’t 
know when) and it has never been located since then. Whether it was misplaced, lost or stolen 
when temporarily removed by Tett for exhibition or study is not known by Tett but Tett is still 


searching for it. Eric and EPNNES have no knowledge about its disappearance except through 
Tett 


Monday. February 27. 2012 AOL: EricNumis 


Eric has never removed it at any time before or after it became property of EPNNES. It is 
written in your list of your gifts to EPNNES Ifthe missing 1793 Cohen 2 half cent is not found 
or recovered prior to the auction sale perhaps you should agree to substitute for the missing 1793 
Cohen 2 half cent another 1793 half cent belonging to you in similar condition and more or less 
the same value for EPNNES to own and not be sold. One of the 1796 forgery half cents now 
owned by Tett could be used to equalize in part the value of the missing or stolen 1793 piece. I 
believe Tett owns several 1796 half cent forgeries at this time. 


There are several different later dates electrotvpe half cent fakes belong to EPNNES in the 
Commerce Bank safe deposit box where Tett now stores half cents and these electrotypes shall 
remain the property of EPNNES. 


What insurance against loss or damage to half cents during the period of publication preparation 
shall he fairnished for either Tett ar FPNNES or hoth is a matter to he discnssed 


The first publicity for the auction should not begin until the cataloger, auctioneer, and Tett have 
agreed to such date. 


This letter is to be amended for final form and Eric would like Tett to suggest improvements and 
changes 


Fric 
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Subj: Re: 1794 dollar mystery 

Date: 8/22/2012 1:38:07 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time 
From: 

To: 

Hi, Eric- 


| have included a scanned copy of the page from the Col. Green inventory that lists 
the 1794 and 1795 silver dollars. (Please let me know if you have any trouble 
opening this file. It should just open up when you click on it.) Please note that most 
are listed by their Haseltine Type, noted as "H1","H2", etc. It certainly appears that 
the good Colonel did indeed own 2 uncirculated 1794 silver dollars at the time of the 
inventory. | would hazard to guess that they may have been sold prior to the 
purchases made by you and Mr. Johnson. This is why a listing of the material that 
you and Mr. Johnson purchased from the Green Estate is critical to my research. 
We had scheduled a review of these records during my last visit to your home, but | 
obviously did not have time in my alloted time. Hopefully, | can get this data during 
our next visit. 


| will gather and send you the information on the 1794 dimes. So far, | have input 
the following into my Green coin database: Half Cents, Large Cents, Colonials, 
Twenty Cent Pieces, Half Dollars and Silver Dollars. | have around half of the 
Quarters entered. The number of Half Dollars and Quarters owned by Col. Green 
was enormous. | still lack inputting an amazing 20+ pages of Quarters. 


The most important data that | was going to get from you, | do not have. | really 
need to get copies of all Half Cents purchased by you and Mr. Johnson. You 
furnished me a list of half cents that you and Mr. Johnson selected for yourselves, 
but | do not have a listing of the remaining half cents. | will make this a priority for 
our next visit. These records were not among the small, hard cover notebooks that 
you had out on your dining room table. 


| know this may sound like an insurmountable task, but | have been seriously 
thinking about matching up your ALL of the purchases with the inventory. | think this 
could be an invaluable service to the collector community. It would also help in the 
planned book to be authored by myself and John Danreuther. | would think that you 
would be VERY interested, as am I, in knowing just what all that you and Mr. 
Johnson bought out of the estate as compared to what all was IN the estate. | am 
definitely interested to see what coins were sold prior to your purchases! | seriously 
think you might find the results of this study more important to you than to me!!! 


You and | could then study and speculate as to where the "other" coins went to. We 
do know where some of the major gold went. We do not know where almost all of 
the foreign material went. We also do not know where the bank notes, encased 
postage, and hard times tokens went. Did you and Mr. Johnson purchase the 
Patterns collection. It was simply fantastic. 


Wednesday, August 22, 2012 AOL: EricNumis 
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We can talk and plan this soon. 


Thanks for your time and help. | think we can have some joint entertainment with 
this project. 


Mike 


From: 
To: 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 10:19 AM 
Subject: 1794 dollar mystery 





Mike:: 

While half asleep last night | began to try to solve your current Green enigma 
about the 1794 uncirculated pair of US dollars. It occurred to me that because 
the listing in your wonderful summary included those in a category of US gold 
coins and other items unrelated to dollars that dollars could have been an error 
in transcription. | began to speculate how it could have happened. The listing 
from which it was transcribed might have had a "d" after the 1794 which was 
intended to be "dime" and not "dollar".From memory there were some 
uncirculated 1794 dimes (dismes). | have that dime data in a list prepared by 
Johnson for the Green group we received.. Perhaps you can see what your list 
shows as to other 1794 dimes. 

Ten cents a dance may be applicable. Eric. 





Wednesday, August 22, 2012 AOL: 


Brobably the easiest method of understanding my methods of coin 
digitization and display is for me to list the steps and reasons. 


1) Digitizing 

I'm using Kodak's PhotoCD method. It gives me 24 bit color (RGB) 
and a resolution of about 1700 x 1700 pixels across a coin. The original 
picture is about 18 megabytes which reduces to about 8.5 when the "picture" 
is trimmed. I've tried doing my own digitizing but find that it would take 
about $20,000 worth of equipment to duplicate the resolution and noise free 
picture | get with Kodak. 


2) Display 
Iam currently using a TI 34020 chip board for graphics. I have found 
that 800x600 seems to give enough resolution to work with. Since the original 
data is a little over twice this it gives me some room on zooming without 
ixetrepicanon, Iv . a date on a coin 
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Probably the easiest method of understanding my methods of coin 
digitization and display is for me to list the steps and reasons. 


1) Digitizing 

I'm using Kodak's PhotoCD method. It gives me 24 bit color (RGB) 
and a resolution of about 1700 x 1700 pixels across a coin. The original 
picture is about 18 megabytes which reduces to about 8.5 when the "picture" 
is trimmed. I've tried doing my own digitizing but find that it would take 
about $20,000 worth of equipment to duplicate the resolution and noise free 
picture I get with Kodak. 


2) Display 

Iam currently using a TI 34020 chip board for graphics. I have found 
that 800x600 seems to give enough resolution to work with. Since the original 
data is a little over twice this it gives me some room on zooming without 
pixel replication. My goal was to have the screen fill with a date on a coin 
without having noticeable "stair stepping". By using the 34020 chip I can 
write downloadable code for the board and have some of my operations 
perform much quicker. One of the points I made in the talk was about the 
unportance of dot pitch on the monitor. 


3) My main computer program uses a DOS Extender so that I can manipulate 
ny pictures in memory. [run in 16 megabytes, but probably should have 32 
to make some of the operations go faster. I haven't decided yet whether the 
final program that | produce will require a 34020 chip graphics board or not. 


4) The production of a CD-ROM disc is my goal. I actually think that two 
discs will be required because of the number of pictures I would like to 
publish. 


I don't know if the slides are of any help but I am including them. 


See you soon....... 
Bre 


